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EASINCiTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 

REPORT 

OK  'PHE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

\'ear  oiuled  d 1 sl  I feceinbei',  I9r)(). 


Kasingtox, 

Co.  O UK II AM, 

Hfol. 


Mr.  Chairiuan,  Ladies  aiitl  Ccntlemcii, 

1 have  ])leasure  in  sidnnitting  to  you  tive  Annual  Ivejx)!’!  on  the 
liealth  and  sanitary  conditions  of  your  district  for  the  year,  1950. 

d'iie  work  accom])lish.ed  by  tlie  de]airtinent  dui’ing  the  yeai-  is 
described  in  the  various  sections  of  tlie  rcjiort  and  tlie  final  section, 
which  relates  to  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Insjiectors’  department, 
has  been  contributed  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Jns])ector. 

The  main  jioints  of  interest  contained  in  the  body  of  the  r(‘])ort 
are  summarised  in  this  introductory  letter  with  some  brief 
comment. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

ddiis  heading  includes  the  figures  or  rates  which  allow  a com- 
])arison  to  be  made  between  the  health  of  the  inhaliitants  of  the 
district  in  different  years  and  the  health  of  the  country  as  a whole. 
They  include  the  birth  rate,  the  general 'death  rate,  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  and  the  maternal  mortalitv  rate. 

t-  t 
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Birth  Rate. 

The  ligui'c  of  lS-;5  per  1,000  of  tlie  poj)iilatioH  shows  a decline 
on  that  of  10- 0 for  1040,  wliicli  in  turn  was  a little  ])elow  that  of 
21-1  for  1048.  It  remains,  however,  higher  than  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole  (Id- 8)  and  the  rate  for  the  148 
smaller  towns  (10-7). 

It  will  he  seen  that  while  the  decline  from  the  high  hgnres  of 
the  post  war  years  continues,  tlu*  fertility  of  the  district  remains 
at  a relatively  high  level. 

CJenekal  Death  Rate. 

The  figure  for  the  genei'al  death  rate  was  10-4  ])er  1,000  of  the 
po})ulation,  a fi’action  higher  than  that  for  1040  which  was  10-3. 
It  com])ares  favouralily,  however,  with  that  of  I 1 - 0 for  England 
and  Wales. 

1 NFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  the  number  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age  who  die  out  of  every  1 ,000  live  births,  and  is  a 
factor  of  considerable  im])ortance  in  assessing  the  general  health 
of  the  district. 

The  rate  for  this  area  in  lOdO  was  40-2,  an  increase  of  one  on 
the  figure  for  1040,  which  was  48-3.  It  again  compares  unfavour- 
ably with  that  for  England  and  Wales  which  continued  to  decline 
reaching  the  low  level  of  20-8,  and  it  also  remains  above  the 
hgm-e  for  London  and  the  large  towns  which  was  33-8. 

Out  of  a total  of  74  deaths  of  infants  undei'  one  year  38  (dl  *4%) 
occurred  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life,  a neo-natal  mortality  rate 
of  2d -3  ])er  1,000  live  births.  In  10  of  these  prematurity  was 
given  as  the  ])rimary  cause  of  death  and  in  five  as  a contributory 
cause.  There  were  three  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  in 
children  under  two  vears  of  age  as  contrasted  with  nine  in  1040. 

t O 

It  must  be  said  at  once  that  these  ligures  are  neither  comforting 
nor  complimentary.  A further  increase  in  the  infantile  mortality 
rate  for  this  district  while  the  national  hgure  continues  to  decline, 
and  a marked  increase  in  the  neo-natal  mortality  rate  are  both 
disturbing  facts  to  record. 

Tlie  subject  of  infantile  mortality  was  discussed  at  length  in 
the  report  for  1040,  and  there  is  little  further  that  can  usefully  be 
added.  As  was  then  shown,  the  unenviable  position  of  this  district 
in  the  matter  of  infantile  mortality  is  shared  by  the  County  as  a 
whole  and  constitutes  a challenge  to  those  responsible  for  the 
child  health  of  the  area. 
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Maternal  Mortality. 

Olio  maternal  death,  due  to  sejisis,  was  reeorded  during  the 
year  giving  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  -Od.  There  were  no 
deaths  due  to  “other  maternal  causes”  and  this  figure,  contrasted 
with  the  national  figure  of  -86,  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

Thorpe  Maternity  Hosjiital,  the  erstwhile  Tlan-pe  Isolation 
Hospital,  has  at  the  time  of  writing  been  functioning  in  its  new 
role  for  nearly  one  year  and  is  j)roving  itself  a useful  asset  in  the 
maternity  work  of  the  area. 


INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


A serutiny  of  the  taiile  giving  the  individual  causes  of  d(‘ath 
sliows  that  heart  diseas(‘  retains  its  jiosition  at  the  head  of  tlu'  list, 
wliile  cancer  regains  the  second  ])lace  displacing  diseases  of  the 
i)lood  vessels  of  the  lirain  to  third  jiositimi.  Bronchitis  and 
jmeumonia  come  fourth  with  tulierculosis  (all  forms)  fifth  and  the* 
grou})  eomjirising  diseases  of  early  infancy  and  congenital 
malformation  sixth. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


d'hc  statistics  for  this  disease  are  set  out  and  summarised  in  the 
relevant  section  of  the  re])ort. 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  nuinlxu-  of  new  eases  of  tlie  jmlmon- 
arv  form  of  the  disease,  and  the  number  of  notifications  of  the 
non-pulmonary  type  remains  the  same  as  in  The  number 

of  deaths  from  both  forms  of  the  disease  was  considerably  lower 
than  in  194-9.  When  the  mortality  rates  of  the  district  for  both 
forms  of  the  disease  are  compared  with  those  for  England  and 
Wales  it  will  be  seen  that  both  compare  favoural)ly  with  the 
corres])onding  national  figuin.  It  is  particularly  gratifying  to 
record  the  improvement  in  the  non-])ulmonary  rate  since,  in 
recent  years  at  any  rate,  the  figure  for  this  district  has  invariably 
been  higher  than  the  corres])onding  national  figure.  4diis  welcome 
fall  is  probably  due  to  the  increased  consum])tion  of  tuberculin 
tested  and  pasteurised  milk. 

It  is,  however,  also  satisfactory  to  record  that  among  the  195 
milk  sam})les  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  biological 
examination  for  tubercle  bacilli  only  six,  or  4-4  per  cent.,  were 
found  to  be  positive  whereas  in  1949,  148  sam])les  gave  11  positives 
equivalent  to  7*4  per  cent,  of  the  samples  taken. 

A Mass  Radiogra])hy  Unit  visited  Miirton  in  November,  1950, 
and  met  with  a satisfactory  response,  2410  ])ersons  coming  forward 
for  X-ray. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Tlic  notifications  of  tlu\sc  diseases  are  set  out  in  Table  S. 
Tlie  incidence  of  seailet  fevei-  a^ain  declined,  oidy  (Sb  cases  being 
notified  as  compared  with  I Oil  in  1040  and  4011  in  1048.  There 
were  again  no  deaths  from  tliis  disease. 


I)i])litheria  notifications  numbered  110  as  against  12  in  1040, 
and  bO  in  1048.  Of  these  110  notifications  14  were  snbsecpiently 
eonliianed.  At  first  sight  this  wonld  a])])ear  to  show  a rather 
alarming  increase  in  the  incidence  of  di])htlieria,  but  it  is  ])robable 
t hat  the  increase  is  a])par(‘nt  I'ather  than  i-eal.  Chaiiges  consecpient 
upon  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  104(), 
at  first  somewhat  disru])ted  the  Jiormal  system  of  notification, 
and  a number  of  eases  undoubtedlv  went  unrecorded  during  the 
yeai*  11)40.  This  ])osition  has  now  been  remedied  consequent 
upon  the  issuer  by  the  ^Ministry  of  Health  of  a circular  setting 
out  the  new  ])rocedure  to  be  followed,  and  the  figures  for  the 
current  year  can  be  taken  as  a true  index  of  the  ])Osition. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  measles,  1,002 
being  notified  as  against  807  in  1040,  but  there  were  no  deaths 
from  this  disease. 


Whoo])ing  cough  notifications  were  a])])roximately  the  same  as 
in  lf)40,  202  cases  being  re])orted  as  against  210.  It  is,  however, 
very  gratifying  to  record  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  this 
disease  during  the  year.  The  advisability  of  pro])hylactic 
inoculation  against  this  disease  is  becoming  increasingly  recognised. 

There  were  nine  notifications  of  meningococcal  infection  during 
the  year,  but  only  two  of  these  cases  on  investigation  were  subse- 
quently confirmed. 

After  a quiet  year  in  1040  poliomyelitis  was  again  much  more 
])revalent,  and  18  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the 
year  as  coni])ared  with  one  case  in  1040.  On  investigation  12  of 
these  cases  were  found  to  be  pai’alytic,  three  non-paralytic,  and 
three  were  not  confirmed. 

Two  cases  of  ])aratyphoid  B.  fever  were  reported  during  the 
year,  both  of  which  were  fully  investigated.  The  first  case  occurred 
in  a child,  and  in  s])ite  of  many  enquiries  the  source  of  infection 
could  not  be  ascertained.  The  second  case  occurred  in  a male 
adult,  and  the  infection  was  found  to  have  been  acquired  from  a 
known  carrier  of  the  organism  who  was  living  in  the  same  house. 
This  carrier,  an  elderly  woman,  had  been  infected  during  the 
outbi-eak  which  occurred  in  south  Tvoeside  during  the  summer  of 
1040. 
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An  acconnt  is  given  on  ])age  22  of  aji  ('xtensive  outbreak  of 
food  poisoning  wliicli  oeenri‘(*(l  in  Horden  during  the  month  of 
duly.  Tliis  outbreak,  wliieh  was  of  some  magnitude,  T‘('sult(‘d  in 
eonsideral)le  ])ublieity  and  involved  tlu'  staff  of  tlu'  (U'paidimmt 
in  mueli  woi'k.  ddiis  was  the  oidy  outl)i‘(‘ak  r(‘|)ort(Ml  throughout 
tlie  year. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

As  was  ex])lain(‘d  under  tins  lu'ading  in  tlu'  rc'poi't  for  lt)4!) 
detailed  figure's  regarding  di])hth('i‘ia  immunisation  ai-('  no  longe'i- 
available  to  this  de])artment,  hut  the  ?'('l(‘vant  statistie^s  hav(' 
been  extraeted  from  the  (piai'terly  r('])oi1s  of  the  County  Me'dieal 
Officer  of  Health  and  have'  hee'ii  set  out  in  the'  body  of  the'  r('])oi't. 

All  the  figures  show  a ceinsielerahle  inerease  e)n  those  re])orted 
in  HIT),  hut  for  the  rease)ns  ex])lained  in  the  re])e)rt  fe)i'  that  ye'ai', 
the  inerease  is  ])re)hahly  more'  a])])arent  tluui  real,  ddie'  settle'ine'nt 
of  the  lengthy  elis])ute  as  to  remuneratie)ji  for  this  woi'k  faeilitate'd 
the  rendering  of  ])ro])er  returns  of  the  work  deine. 

It  is  again  encouraging  to  note  the  inereasing  numhe'i'  of  ethildi-e'n 
whe)  have  receiveel  a reinforcing  injectiein. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

In  IVIarch,  IhhO,  a lecture  on  foexl  hygiene  was  given  to  members 
e)f  the  catering  ti'ade  iji  the  Chui'ch  Hall,  Hasington  \dllage'.  At 
this  lecture  the  Ministry  e)f  He'alth  film  Anothe'r  ('ase  of 
Poisoning  ” was  she)wn  by  the  Centi'al  Office'  of  Information,  and 
76  ])ersons  atteneled.  Talks  on  he'alth  we're*  also  given  tf)  the* 
Ikarent-Teacher  Associatiem  at  Mmfon  County  Infants’  Schoe)l  and 
to  the  Wingate  Mothers’  Club. 

In  May,  1 960,  the  Council  a])])i‘oved  the  purchase'  of  a film  stri]) 
])rojector  te)gether  with  certain  film  stri])S  eui  hygie-ne',  and  at  the* 
latter  of  the  above  twe)  meetings  a him  strip  was  shown. 


SCABIES 

No  cases  of  scabies  were  re'])orted  to  the  ele])artme'nt  eluring 
the  year,  and  as  was  stateel  in  the  rej)ort  for  1 949,  the*  ineidenee* 
of  this  disease  in  the  elistrict  is  now  very  low.  It  was  therefore 
decided  to  close  the  s])e'cial  elinic  for  the  treatment  of  these  cases 
which  had  been  maintained  sima'  the  early  days  of  the  war,  and  to 
transfer  the  building  to  the  Cleansing  Department  for  ablution 
purposes. 


10 


All  a|ire(‘in(M)i  lias  Ixh'ii  mack'  bc'twc'c'ii  tliis  autlioiaty  i^ncl  the 
Sundc'rland  Health  ('onimittee  whereby  the  lattei’  will  undertake 
the  treatnu'iit  of  any  cases  \\'hich  may  oecui’  and  cannot  be  dealt 
with  in  their  own  homes,  a small  ))aynient  beijig  made  by  this 
authority  on  a jter  aipita  basis. 


WATER 


Routine  samples  of  pijicd  water  supply  have  been  taken  at 
various  jioints  in  the  district  throughout  the  year  and  submitted 
1o  bacteriological  examination.  Out  of  55  such  samjiles  only  four 
wc're  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  prom])t  action  was  taken  in 
each  case  by  the  water  undertaking  concerned  to  remedy  the 
matter.  Further  details  regarding  the  water  su])ply  of  the  district 
will  be  found  in  the  Senior  Sanitary  insj lector’s  section  of  the 
rejiort. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

The  section  of  the  report  dealing  with  the  environmental 
services  has  been  contributed  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  with  it  is  included  a section  dealing  with  matters  such  as 
water  su])ply  and  sewerage  contributed  by  the  Engineer  and 
Sui-veyor,  and  one  covering  jmblic  cleansing  by  the  Cleansing 
Su})erintendent.  The  se(*tion  contains  much  of  interest  and, 
since  the  contents  do  not  allow  of  easv  summarv,  it  should  be 
read  as  a whole. 


STAFF 


Thei’e  were  no  changes  iji  the  staff  of  the  dejiartment  during  the 


\ear. 


CONCLUSION 


With  the  exception  of  the  infantile  mortality  rate  the  statistics 
for  J 050  are  satisfactory,  and  the  general  health  of  the  area  can 
be  said  to  have  remained  reasonably  good. 


The  normal  biennial  increase  of  the  disease  explains  the  heavier 
incidence  of  measles,  and  the  larger  number  of  diphtheria  cases 
can  be  accounted  for  on  grounds  other  than  a true  rise  in  the 


incidence  of  the  disease.  The  food  ])oisoning  outbreak  at  Horden, 
while  unfortunate  in  that  it  caused  much  discomfort  and  incon- 
venience, was  an  isolated  incident  of  limited  duration. 


11 


This  report,  written  in  some  liaste,  is  tlie  last  wliieh  I shall  write 
as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  l)y  the  tiim^  it  appears  in 
])rint  1 shall  have  hdt  your  service'.  It  oidy  re'uiaiiis  for  me  to 
express  my  thanks  to  the  ('ouncil  foi‘  tlu'ir  steady  support  through- 
out the  six  yeai’s  dui’in^  which  I have'  helei  e)ffice,  anel  te)  e'Xjeress 
to  the  staff’  of  the  depai’tment  my  ^ratituele  fe)r  tlveir  frienelly 
co-operation  anel  willing  service',  ne)t  e)nly  eluring  tlie  ye'ar  under 
review  l)ut  also  thre)ughe)ut  my  term  of  office. 

I am,  l\rr.  Ohairman,  Laelies  anel  Oentlenu'ii, 


Yoin’  oheelie'ut  Servant, 

K.  F.  DAWSOX-WALKEH, 

Me'elical  Office'!-  e)f  Heallli. 
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SECTION  I. 

CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Ai’ca  (ill  acres) 

Kegistrar  (icncrars  cstiinati*  of  n'sident  ])()j)ulation 
year,  I DoO 

Xuinber  of  HereditanuMits  on  .‘ilst  Di'cember,  JDoO 
aeeoi'diiig  to  tlu' Rate  Books  .. 

Italeable  \'alue  (at  1st  A])ril,  RldO) 

Sum  i'e])resent(Ml  liy  Benny  Ivate  ( 1 DdD-bO) 


34,058 

82,310 


23,055 

£322,702 

£1,227 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births  : — Live  Biitlis. 


Male 

Ifemale 

4\ital 

Legitimate 

785 

084 

1400 

Illegitimate 

15 

20 

35 

800 

704 

1504 

ILrtli  Rat('  per 

1,000  of  the 

estimated  resident 

population 

. . 

. . 

18 

Stillbirths  : — 

Legitimate 

14 

20 

34 

Illegitimate' 

1 

1 

2 

15 

21 

30 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

• • • • • • 

23 

Infantile  Mortality 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  : 

Legitimate 

47 

24 

71 

Illegitimate'- 

1 

2 

3 

48 

20 

74 

13 


Infantile  Mortality  Rates 

Death  rate  of  all  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  live 
births,  49.20. 


Death  rate  of  legitimate  infants  under  one  year  })er  1,000 
legitimate  live  births,  4S.83. 

Death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  under  one  year  per 
1,000  illegitimate  live  births,  85.71. 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Deaths 


470 


387 


857 


Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population 


10.11 


Maternal  Deaths 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


from  Sepsis 
from  Other  Causes 


Nil 


Total 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate 


0.05 


TABLE  1.  DEATHS— CAUSES  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH. 
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TABLE  2. 

Cancer 

The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  from  Cancer,  in  age 
groups,  and  the  localisation  of  the  disease. 


Ages  in  Years 


1 

to 

24 

25 

to 

44 

45 

to 

64 

65 

to 

74 

75 

up 

Totals 

Stomach 

I 

10 

13 

7 

31 

Lung  & Bronchus 

1 

0 

5 

1 



9 

Breast 

— 

4 

7 

3 

— 

14 

Uterus 

— 

— 

0 

•) 

•) 

10 

Other  Causes 

1 

0 

23 

24 

1 / 

■1 

2 

13 

51 

43 

20 

135 

TABLE  3. 

Table  of  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  the  Past  10  Years 


Year 

General 
Death  Rate 

Infantile 
Death  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

1941 

11.6 

73.4 

19.7 

1942 

10.8 

58.0 

19.8 

1943 

11.3 

75.3 

20.6 

1944 

10.6 

59.7 

22.2 

1945 

11.0 

54.1 

21.1 

1946 

10.1 

53.1 

21.9 

1947 

10.8 

63.1 

22.0 

1948 

9.9 

43.5 

21.1 

1949 

10.3 

48.3 

19. () 

1950 

10.4 

49.2 

18.3 

General  Infantile 
1950  Death  Rate  Death  Rate 

England  & Wales  11.0  29.8 

Easington  Rural  District  10.4  49.2 


Birth  Rate 
15.8 
18.3 


Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  Year  1950. 
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TABLE  5, 

Infantile  Mortality  Rates 
(10  years) 


Year 

Births 

Easington  R.  J). 

Inf.  Mortality  Rate 

England  & Wales 
Inf.  Mortality  Rate 

1941 

1485 

73.4 

59 

1942 

1488 

57.0 

49 

1943 

1539 

75.3 

49 

1944 

1690 

59.7 

46 

1945 

1627 

54.1 

46 

1946 

1751 

53.1 

43 

1947 

1759 

63.1 

41 

1948 

1722 

43.5 

34 

1949 

1616 

48.3 

32 

1950 

1504 

49.2 

29.8 

TABLE  6. 

Death  Rates  (10  years) 


Year 

Deaths 

Easington  R.  D. 
Death  Rate 

England  & Wales 
Death  Rate 

1941 

884 

11.6 

12.9 

1942 

808 

10.8 

11.6 

1943 

850 

11.3 

12.1 

1944 

811 

10.6 

11.6 

1945 

848 

11.0 

11.4 

1946 

808 

10.1 

11.5 

1947 

862 

10.8 

12.0 

1948 

809 

9.9 

10.8 

1949 

850 

10.3 

11.7 

1950 

857 

10.4 

11.6 

TABLE  7. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate  of  Natural  Increase 
per  1,000  population. 

1941 

1485 

884 

7.8 

1942 

1488 

808 

8.4 

1943 

1539 

850 

9.2 

1944 

1690 

811 

11.5 

1945 

1627 

848 

iO.l 

1946 

1751 

808 

11.8 

1947 

1759 

862 

11.2 

1948 

1722 

809 

11.2 

1949 

1616 

850 

9.3 

1950 

1504 

857 

7.9 
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SUMMARY  OF  STAIISTICS  1950 


l’()])ulati()ii  . , . . . . . . . . . . 

Ai’ea  (acre's)  . . . . . . . . , . . , 34,0513 

H]sliiuatc(l  luiinhci'  of  1 Ic'i'cditainenls  . . . . . . 23,055 

IxatcaOle  \5iluc  (at  1st  Api’il,  1050)  ..  ..  ..  £322,702 

Sum  ])ro(liiccd  by  penny  rate'  (1040-50)  . . , . £1,227 

Births  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,504 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  tlu'  cstimate'd  resident  population  18*27 

Deaths  857 

l){'ath  i’at('  i)er  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  ])02)ulation  10*41 
Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  . . . . 40*2 


CHIEF  CAUSES  OE  DEATH 


( diuse 

X umber 

Bereentage  of 
total  deaths 

Diseases  of  the  heart  . . 

282 

32*01 

(5ineer 

Diseases  of  tlie  veins  and  arteries 

1 35 

of  the 

15*75 

brain  . . 

101 

11*32 

J3ronchitis  and  j)neumonia 

00 

7*70 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

25 

2*02 

'Fubereulosis  (pulmonary) 
Diseases  of  early  infancy,  and 

22 

eon- 

2*57 

gc'iiital  malfoianations  under  1 

year  10 

1*87 

INEECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

1 )iseas(.' 

Eases 

X umber 

Death  rate  ])er 

notified 

of  deaths 

1,000  ])opidation 

Measles 

..  1002 

— 



Whooping  Dough 

..  221 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (all  f( 

)rms)  104 

25 

0*30 

(new  eases) 

Scarlet  IT'ver 

80 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

30 

— 

— 

Acute  ])olioniyelitis  . . 18 

— 

— 

h]rysipelas 

12 

— 

— 

Influenza,  which  is  not  notifiable,  caused  12  death's. 


+ + + 
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Tlic  folloAving  table  nhows  tlie  number  of  cases  notified 
and  deaths  recorded  from  l)i])litlieria  and  Scarlet  Fever  during 
the  past  five  years  : — 

TABLF  9. 


Year 

Diphtl 

. 

icria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Deaths 

■ 

1946 

189 

2 

182 

Nil 

1947 

105 

1 

885 

2 

1948 

50 

Nil 

408 

Nil 

1949 

12 

Nil 

io:{ 

Nil 

1950 

89 

Nil 

89 

Nil 

TABLE  10. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 


1950 

CASES 

Notified 

2 

Treated 

At 

Home 

In 

Hospital 

1 

1 

TABLE  11. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Tlic  main  ])()iiits  of  interest  in  the  foregoing  tables  can  be  briefly 
summarised  as  follows  : — 


The  number  of  scarlet  fever  notifications  was  less  than  in  the 
])i-evions  year.  Tliere  were  (S<)  notified  cases  of  this  disease  in  1950 
as  eom])ared  with  109  in  1949  and  409  in  1948.  8])oradic  cases 
again  occurred  throughout  the  year  and  there  was  no  definite 
])eriod  of  increased  incidence. 


I)i])htheria  notifications  numbered  99  as  contrasted  with  12  in 
1949  and  50  in  1948,  and  of  these  99  notifications  14  were  subse- 
(juently  confirmed. 


The  number  of  cases  of  measles  showed  an  increase,  1002  being 
notified  as  against  807  in  1949  and  1490  in  1948.  There  was  a 
heavy  incidence  of  the  disease  in  the  first  five  months  of  the  year, 
during  whieh  ])eriod  859  cases  were  notified. 


\Vhoo])ing  cough  notifications  numbered  221  as  against  210  in 
1949.  There  were  no  deaths. 


Cases  of  ervsi])elas  numbered  12,  a decrease  of  two  on  the  figure 
for  last  year. 

There  were  nine  notifications  of  meningococcal  infection  during 
the  year.  Only  two  of  these  cases  were  subsequently  confirmed. 

Eighteen  cases  of  acute  anterior  ])oliomyelitis  (16  ])aralytic, 
2 nonqiaralytic)  were  notified  during  the  year  as  com])ared  with 
one  case  in  1949.  On  further  investigation  12  of  these  cases  were 
found  to  be  ])aralytic,  9 nonqiaralytic,  and  9 were  not  confirmed. 


Six  cases  of  ])uer])eral  ])yrexia  were  notified  during  the  year. 
Last  year  there  were  none. 

Two  cases  of  ])araty])hoid  B.  fever  were  notified  during  the  year. 


Notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  numbered  86,  an 
increase  of  14  on  the  figure  for  1949  and  seven  less  than  that  for 


1948. 


Food  Poisoning. 

At  11  ]).m.  on  Sunday,  July  9th,  information  reached  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  from  the  senior  ])artner  in  a j^i^T^ctice 
of  five  doctors  in  the  village  of  Horden,  that  a large  number  of 
])atients  had  been  seen  during  the  weekend  complaining  of  symp- 
toms which  were  suggestive  of  food  ])oisoning.  The  doctors 
concei’ned  thought  that  the  food  res])onsible  was  ])robably  some 
pork. 


23 


In  view  of  the  lateness  of  tlie  hour,  nothing  could  be  do7ie  that 
night,  but  early  on  Monday  morning,  July  lOth,  the  whole  of  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  stall  was  put  to  work  on  the  ijivestig- 
ation.  A rapid  survey  of  15  households,  involving  28  ])atients, 
showed  that  the  doctors’  suspicions  were  ])rol)ably  correct,  and 
that  the  vehicle  of  infection  was  ])ork  which  had  been  consumed 
in  the  form  of  sandwiches,  sausages,  |)ies,  ])igs  cheek,  and  also 
used  as  an  ingredient  of  ])eas-])udding.  A visit  was  immediately 
])aid  to  the  butcher’s  shoj)  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  lns])ector,  Avho 
was  unfortunately  unable  to  obtain  even  a fragment  of  the  cooked 
meat  but  was  able  to  secure  the  remainder  of  the  sus])ected 
carcase.  Portions  of  tiiis  cai-case  were  immediately  dis])atclied 
to  the  Public  Health  i^aboratory,  Xewcastle-u])on-J’yne  for 
l)acteriological  examination.  During  the  Monday  afternoon 
bacteriological  specimens  from  j)atients  were  also  sent  to  the 
same  laboratcu’V. 


On  Tuesday  morning,  July  I Ith,  bacteriological  sj)ecimens  from 
the  butcher’s  family  aiid  staff  wert;  sent  to  the  lal)oi’atoi’y.  On  the 
morning  of  Wednesday,  tluly  i2tli,  the  bact(u-iologist  was  abk^  to 
say  that  food  ])oisoning  organisms  of  an  identical  type  had  bc'cm 
obtained  from  the  sus])ected  ])ig  carcas(‘  and  from  the  specimens 
taken  from  the  ])atients. 

U])  to  this  time  it  liad  been  veuy  dilficult  to  obtain  even  an 
a])proximate  estimate  of  the  number  of  ])ersons  alfc'cted,  but  it 
a[)peared  to  he  in  the  region  of  two  and  three  hundi-ed.  it  was 
therefore  decided  to  obtain  from  the  doctors  concerjied  lists  of  the 
])atients  suffering  from  gastro-enteritis  whom  they  had  treated, 
and  to  visit  all  these  families  with  a view  to  ascertaining  hrstly 
whether  they  had  consumed  any  foodstuff  from  the  })utcher’s 
shop  in  question  aiid  secondly  whether  any  of  theni,  either  the 
l)atients  themselves  or  meml)ers  of  their  families,  were  food  hand- 
lers. This  was  done  on  Thursday  moiaiijig,  July  IJtli,  by  tlie 
Sanitary  Lis]jector’s  staff.  From  fliese  investigations  it  ai){)eared 
that  the  number  involved  in  the  outbreak  was  between  500  and  550. 


The  infected  poi'k  in  its  various  forms  was  on  sale  tlirougliout 
Friday  and  Saturday,  July  7th  and  Sth,  and  the  first  cases  appear 
to  have  l)een  taken  ill  about  jnid-day  on  Saturday,  July  Sth. 
The  interval  between  consuming  the  infected  food  and  tlie  onset 
of  symptoms  varied  considerably,  being  fi-om  IS  hours  to  Ob  hours, 
and  the  symptoms  were  typical  of  food  ])oisoning.  During  the 
next  few  days  five  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Sunderland 
Infectious  Diseases  Hosjiital,  all  of  whom  recovered.  A woman  of 
79  years  of  age,  who  consumed  some  of  the  suspected  ])ork,  died 
and  a post  mortem  examination,  held  on  the  Coroner’s  instructions, 
showed  that  the  death  was  due  to  infection  hy  the  causal 
organism  of  the  outbreak.  A woman  of  7b  who  died  at  the  same 
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tiiiK^  was  found  to  been  infected  with  the  same  ty])e  of 

organism,  l)ut  in  sjiite  of  careful  eiujuiry  no  coniieetioii  witli  tlie 
infected  foodstuff  could  l)e  found  in  her  ease. 


Sul)S(Hjuent  ijivestigation  into  tlie  history  of  the  infected  pig 
carcase  showed  that  it  was  i-ec(uved  into  the  Ministry  of  Food 
slaugliterliouse  at  Statioji  'I'own,  Wingate,  oji  duly  3rd  as  a dressed 
carcase  of  sow  pig  unaccomj)ani(‘d  by  ])luek,  stomacli  or  intestines. 
Fh('  carcase  was  that  of  a well  Jiourislied  animal,  w^as  well  bled 
ajid  free  from  any  visibh'  abnoi'inality  in  the  musculatui’e.  It 
ap))ear(‘d  to  be  jx'rfectly  noi'inal  except  that  the  kidneys  wxwe 
|)aler  tlnui  usual  and  there  was  some  superficial  scarring  of  the 
teats.  Fhe  cai'case  had  set  well,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  positive 
evidence  of  disease  tlie  kidneys  and  scarred  belly  tissues  were 
remov(Ml  and  the  carcase  passed  for  human  consumj)tion.  It  was 
then  delivered  to  the  butcher  the  following  day 


Betweeji  the  4th  and  bth  duly,  he  prepared  a mould  of  pig 
cheek  and  a (juantity  of  pork  ])ies  and  ])eas-])udding,  the  latter 
beijig  enriched  by  ])oi'k  stocik.  Aj)pi’oximately  40  lbs.  of  ])ork 
sausage  was  made  from  one  loin,  and  the  two  shoulders  were 
boned,  boiled  and  linally  baked  for  sale  in  the  form  of  sandwiches. 
Fhe  remainder  of  the  carcase,  which  involved  one  loin  and  both 
legs,  was  reserved  foi-  manufacture  and  sale  the  following  week 
ajid  was  in  a ixfrigei-atoi'  oji  the  premises  at  the  time  of  the  inspec- 
tor’s first  visit  on  dulv  1 0th. 


hat(M'  eiupiii-ies  revcxvled  that  the  pig  had  been  bought  by  a 
local  pig-ke(^per  six  months  ])i*eviously  for  breeding  purposes. 
Following  the  birth  of  a litter  on  dune  13th  the  ])ig  suckled  its 
young  for  two  weeks  and  then  gradually  went  off  its  food.  A 
veterinary  surgeon  bj’ought  in  by  the  pig-keeper  at  this  stage 
suspected  intestinal  obsti'uction,  but  in  the  absence  of  any 
ai)preciable  improvement  in  the  animars  condition  the  owner 
decided  to  slaughtei'  it  and  on  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  July  1st, 
this  was  doiu'  l)y  a local  slaughterman,  who  ])ersonally  examined 
the  intestines  in  detail  in  an  effort  to  trace  the  suspected  obstruc- 
tion. rnde]‘  the  mistaken  imj)ression  that  the  pluck,  stomach 
and  intestines  were  of  no  value  the  owner  ])uried  them.  According 
to  the  statement  of  the  owner,  the  slaughterman  who  killed  and 
di-essed  the  animal  and  tlie  veterinary  surgeon  who  previously 
treated  it  and  who  saw  the  earcase  were  both  satisfied  that, 
a])art  from  some  enlargement  of  the  liver,  the  ])luck  and  intestines 
were  normal  in  all  resjiects. 

Fhe  ])luck,  stomach  and  intestines  were  subsequently  traced 
and  exhumed  and  the  bacteriologist  was  able  to  isolate  the  food 
poisoning  organism  concerned  in  the  outbreak  from  the  exhumed 
intestine  of  the  pig  and  from  the  interior  of  the  carcase,  thus 
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showing  conclusively  that  the  ])rimo  cause  of  the  outbreak  was 
the  infected  pig  carcase. 


Once  the  cause  of  the  outbreak  had  been  ascertained  the 
activities  of  the  department  were  immediately  directed  to  tracing 
of  ])atients  and  contacts  who  were  om])loyed  as  food  handhu-s, 
and  ensuring  that  they  did  not  return  to  their  occuj)ations  until 
they  had  all  been  ])rov(‘d  to  i)e  clear  of  tlu^  ijifection.  The 
number  of  secondarv  cases  was  extremelv  small,  ajid  it  would 
appear  that  the  efforts  of  the  department  in  this  res])ect  met 
with  a considerable  degree  of  success. 


While  the  outbreak  constituted  an  unfortunate  incident  it  is 
satisfactory  to  be  al)le  to  record  that  the  deaths  as  a result  of  it 
were  so  few,  and  that  tlie  source  of  infection  was  (piickly  and 
delinitelv  traced. 
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TABLE  1(). 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  between  the  ages  of  15 
and  25  years,  during  the  past  10  years. 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Percentage  of 
Total  Pulmon- 
ary Deaths 

1911 

5 

4 

9 

27% 

1942 

6 

9 

15 

54% 

194:i 

9 

7 

16 

43% 

1944 

1 

4 

5 

21% 

1945 

9 

8 

11 

31% 

1946 

3 

3 

6 

25% 

1947 

5 

11 

16 

48% 

1948 

3 

4 

7 

24% 

L)49 

2 

5 

i 

22% 

1950 

1 

1 

2 

!*% 

TABLE  17. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  during  the  past  five  years — the  figures  in 
parenthesis  indicating  deaths  occurring  in  previously  notified 
cases  of  Tuberculosis. 


YEAR 

PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1946 

18 

(16) 

6 

(a, 

24 

(22) 

7 

(4) 

3 

(2) 

10 

(6) 

1947 

13 

( 9) 

20 

(20) 

33 

(29) 

9 

(7) 

6 

(5) 

15  (12) 

1948 

15 

(15) 

14 

(13) 

29 

(28) 

6 

(2) 

3 

(2) 

9 

(4) 

1949 

20 

(20) 

12 

(11) 

32 

(31) 

6 

(6) 

2 

(— ) 

8 

(6) 

1950 

14 

(12) 

8 

( 8) 

22 

(20) 

2 

(2) 

1 

(1) 

3 

(3) 

Totals 

80 

(72) 

60 

(58) 

140 

(130) 

30 

(21) 

15 

(10) 

45  (31) 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Lhe  main  points  of  interest  in  the  foregoing  tables  can  be 
summarised  as.  follows  : — 

Eighty-six  new  cases  of  the  ])iilmonary  form  of  the  disease  were 
notified  during  the  year,  41  of  whom  were  males  and  45  females. 
'Ehis  was  an  increase  of  14  n])on  the  figure  for  1941)  which  was  72, 
made  up  of  38  males  and  34  females. 

New  notifications  of  the  non-pulmonary  form  of  the  disease 
numbered  18,  which  was  also  the  number  for  1949. 

The  deaths  from  the  ])ulmonary  form  of  the  disease  showed  an 
ap])reciable  decrease  from  32  in  1949  to  22,  while  in  the  non- 
]nilmonary  form  the  number  of  deaths  was  three  as  against  eight 
in  1949. 

The  number  of  new  cases  among  females  in  the  15  to  35  age 
grou])  formed  54 *3%  of  all  new  female  cases. 

The  mortality  rate  for  the  district  for  the  res])iratory  form  of 
the  disease  in  1950  was  0-27  ])er  thousand  of  the  ])0])ulation, 
which  is  less  than  the  figure  of  0-32  jier  thousand  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a whole.  The  mortality  rate  for  the  district  in  the 
non-])ulmonary  tyjie  of  the  disease,  which  was  0-036  jier  thousand, 
also  compares  favourably  with  the  national  rate  for  1950  of  0-043 
])er  thousand. 
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SECTION  V 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Hepokt  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Eo  tlie  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sir, 

T have  ])leasiire  in  siil)iiiittiii,i>:  a r(‘])()rt  of  tlie  work  iiiidortalH'u 
by  the  liiS])eetorate  dni’in^  the  year,  IhoO. 


In  eonsiderino;  the  year’s  work  a (ii’st  ini])ression  is  one  of 
assessment  of  the  effectiveness  of  le<2:islation  which  was  introduced 
in  H)4h  rather  than  the  impact  of  any  m^w  measur(*s  during  the 
year  undei’  review.  As  an  exam])le  it  was  originally  antici])ated, 
es])ecially  in  view  of  the  cessation  of  large  scale  new  huilding  in 
the  area,  tliat  the  grant-aid  available  under  the  Housing  Act, 
11)41),  would  give  a welcome  filli])  to  the  im])rovement  of  many 
houses  whi(di,  although  souiul,  ai-e  lacking  in  certain  amenities. 
Ex])eriene('  has  ])roved  otherwise^  and  the  realisation  has  beisi 
forced  u])on  one  that  work  on  a considerable  ])ro])ortion  of  those 
])ro])erties  which  are  suitable  for  considei*ation  must  wait 
indefinitely  since  the  value  of  such  reconditioning  must  be  found 
fi’om  the  Council’s  repairs  cpiota.  Even  more  disa])])ointing  is  the 
realisation  that  many  of  the  houses,  lieing  colliery  houses  and 
thei‘efore  coming  within  the  category  of  “tied”  ])ro])erty  do  not 
rank  for  grant. 


Similarly,  as  a result  of  a twelve  months’  exjierience  of  the 
revised  legislation  governing  the  ])roduction  and  distribution 
of  milk  I have  no  hesitation  in  re-affirming  that  the  degree  of 
su])ervision  ])reviously  exercised  in  this  rural  district  over  the 
])roduction  of  milk  is  not  being  maintained.  Indeed,  it  is  difficult 
to  see  how  it  could  be  otherwise  in  view  of  the  severe  local 
limitation  in  staff  at  the  dis])osal  of  the  Ministry. 


The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  P)49,  came  into  force 
on  the  ‘Hst  March,  1950,  and  ])laces  responsilhlity  on  county  dis- 
tricts for  ensuring  that  all  lands  and  ])remises  within  their  respective 
boundaries  are  free  from  substantial  infestation.  In  the  dischai'ge 
of  the  Council’s  duties  under  the  Act  the  fullest  co-o]uu‘ation  has 
always  been  available  from  the  Divisional  Office  of  tlie  Ministry 
and  I gladly  take  this  opportunity  of  placing  that  fact  on  record. 

A serious  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  which  occurred  in  Horden 
during  the  summer,  following  the  ingestion  of  pork  from  a casualty 
('arcase  infected  with  organisms  of  the  salmonella  grou])  (new])ort) 
and  whieh  involved  the  whole  de])artment  in  eonsideralile  extra 
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work  was  fully  reported  at  the  time  both  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  tlie  District  Council.  It  excited  a])preciable  interest  in 
])rofessional  and  other  circles  and  1 devoutly  wished  at  the  time 
that  our  own  concern  could  have  been  of  an  ccjually  academic 
nature.  On  tlie  credit  side  of  the  balance  it  may  })e  said  that  the 
outbreak  served  to  stress  once  more  the  i]n])ortance  of  adequate 
case  histories  acc()m])anying  such  animals  to  the  abattoir  and  the 
value  of  bacteriological  examination.  Arrangements  have,  in  fact, 
been  concluded  for  the  detention,  prolonged  if  necessary,  in  future 
of  any  carcase  of  an  animal  not  received  through  the  customary 
^Ministry  channels  and  not  adequately  accounted  foi‘  by  accom- 
f)anving  case  liistory,  pendijig  such  additional  lal)oratory  examina- 
tion. It  has  been  said  in  res])ect  of  exhausted  or  feverisli  animals 
that  “in  such  animals  an  alteration  in  the  ])H  of  the  intestinal 
contents  may  ])(u-mit  such  organisms,  (salmonellae)  which  may  be 
normally  ])resent  in  a (piiescent  stat(',  to  proliferate  and  gain  in 
virulence.  The  associated  decrease  iii  th(‘  resistance  of  the 
intestinal  wall  enal)l(\s  them  to  ])enetrate  the  intestinal  mucous 
membrane  and  ])ass  to  the  mesenteric  lymphatic  glands  and  thus 
enter  the  lym])h  stream  and  eventually  the  genei’al  circulation.” 
The  carcase  of  an  animal  slaughtered  at  an  early  stage  of  such 
systemic  invasion  and  prior  to  the  ])roduction  of  lesions — would 
show  no  evidence  of  unfitness  on  ])ost-mortem  examination  and 
yet  be  extr(unely  dangerous.  1 believe  that  such  a combination 
of  circumstances  was  rcs])onsible  foi-  the  outbreak. 


Jn  Se])tember,  I bod,  the  Coinicil  joined  the  long  liat  of  authorities 
who  have  ado])ted  byelaws  for  the  handling,  wra])pijig  and  delivery 
of  food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  o])en  air.  Their  o])eration,  in 
conjunction  with  the  relevant  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  should  ])rove  hel])ful  in  impi'oving  the  standard  of  food 
hygiene  although  it  should  be  noted  that  a certain  vagueness 
])ersists  in  scweral  of  the  terms  used.  This,  to  my  mind,  is  im])ortant 
quite  apart  from  being  irritating,  since  any  proposed  ])rosecution 
if  it  is  to  succeed  must  show  an  infringement  of  the  law  as  stated 
and  not  merely  a failure  to  com])ly  with  an  over  zealous  officer’s 
interpretation  of  it. 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  an  Act,  which  would  not  at  first 
sight  appear  to  be  of  much  concern  to  the  de])artment,  became  law. 
T refer  to  the  Allotments  Act,  11)50.  Section  12  extends  the  right 
of  an  occupier  to  keep  hens  and  rabbits,  otherwise  than  by  way  of 
trade  or  business,  but  it  makes  no  s])ecific  inclusion  of  pigs. 
It  mav  be,  therefore,  that  the  local  authoritv  will  obtain  a verv 
welcome  and  overdue  measure  of  control  over  ])ig-keeping. 
The  section,  unfortunately,  does  not  operate  until  Regulation 
b2R  of  the  Defence  (Gem'ral)  Regulations  1931)  ceases  to  liav(^ 
effect. 
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In  addition  to  offering  a collection  of  statistics  the  annual 
re])ort,  as  its  name  im])lies,  is  used  as  a vehicle  for  focussing 
attention  on  any  particular  develo])ment  whether  it  be  laudable 
or  the  reverse  and  for  this  reason  I think  it  prof)er  to  make  some 
reference  to  the  activities  of  the  de])artment  in  herj)iiig  old  ])eople 
or,  to  use  the  im])ersoual  phraseology  of  the  Act — “securing 
necessary  care  and  attention  for  aged  ])ersons.”  Investigation 
into  the  circumstances  of  a number  of  such  j)ersons  was  made  ; 
hostel  accommodation  was  linally  obtained  in  two  cases,  both  men, 
who  lived  alone,  'llie  abode  of  one  man  was  indistinguishable, 
viewed  externally,  from  its  neighbours  and  they  were  ])ig  styes. 
The  second  lived  alone  in  a rather  remotely  situated  cottage. 
It  was  re])orted  to  have  been  a model  of  cleanliness  and  comfort 
during  his  wife’s  lifetime.  1 can  only  assume  that  during  the 
years  following  liis  wife’s  death  the  man  hecaine  that  ])itiful 
figure — a ])erson  without  interest  and  a])])arently  without  hope — 
l)ecause  when  1 saw  it  his  cottage  was  a loathsome  ])lace.  dust  two 
cases  but  the  prelude,  1 believe,  to  better  things.  1 am  glad  in  the 
knowledge  that  the  dc])artment  helped  these  ])eople,  at  least, 
to  win  something  to  which  surely  all  men  and  women  are  entitled — 
a measure  of  care  and  comfort  in  their  declining  years. 

Jn  conclusion  1 gratefully  acknowledge  your  reatly  hel])  and 
advice  at  all  times,  the  co-operation  of  other  chief  officers  ainl  the 
steady  su])])ort  throughout  the  year  of  all  members  of  the  Health 
I)e])artment. 


I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
R.  R.  SHORT, 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Water  Supply. 

Water  undertakings  su[)plying  the  District  art^  : — 

Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Conqiany, 
Durham  County  Water  Board. 

\Vdngate  and  District  Water  Company. 

'Jdie  National  Coal  Board. 

Easington  Rural  District  Council. 


With  the  exception  of  a ])oi-tio]i  of  the  su|)])ly  delivered  hy 
Durham  County  Water  Board  all  water  is  ])roduced  fi-oin  deep 
wells  and  is  eithei’  chloi-inated  at  the  source  or  at  an  intermediate 
storage  point.  All  sam])les  were  taken  after  such  treatment. 


Fifty-live  samples  of  mains  water  were  taken  from  ])ublic  stand 
])ipes  or  consumei’s’  ])i‘emises  ajid  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle  u])on 
'Tyne.  With  four  exceptions  all  samples  were  of  a high  degree  of 
i)acterial  ])urity.  The  four  unsatisfactory  sam])les  constituted  a 
seri(‘s  taken  at  Blackball  Rocks  Holiday  Cam))  and  in  all  cases, 
although  the  coliform  contejit  indicated  the  |)resence  of  organic 
adulteration  it  was  ])roved  that  in  no  case  were  the  organisms  of 
faecal  origin.  Subsecpient  sam))ling  following  Hushing  of  the  mains 
])roved  to  be  satisfactorv. 


A ty|)ical  analysis  of  a mains  su])])ly  is  as  follows 


Chemical  Anai.ysis 

Total  Solids 

Chlorine  as  Chloride 

Chlorine  ex|)ressed  as  Sodium  Chloride 

Nitrogen  as  Niti’ates 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

Free  Ammonia 

Albumiiioid  Ammonia 

Alkalinity  (as  Calcium  Carbonate) 

'Fotal  Hardness 

Total  Hardness  (degrees) 

Sus|)ended  Matter 
iron 

])H  Value  . . 


Parts  per  100,000 

52-0 
5- 10 
8-42 
0-  12 
Nil. 

Nil. 

0d)012 
20 -OH 
00 -0 
27-0 
Nil. 

Nil. 

7-4 


Bacteriological  Examination 

Organisms  visible  on  agar  after  48  hours 
incubation  at  07°C. 

Coliform  organisms  absent  in  1,  10,  and 
100  ml. 


21  })er  nd. 
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Pai’l ic*ulai\s  of  tlu'  niiiiibc'r  of  (Iwelliiig  liouscs  and  the  iiuinher 
of  tli('  })o|)ulation  .siij)|)licd  from  public  wat('r  maims  (a)  direct  to 
bouses  (I))  by  means  of  standpi})es,  are  given  in  the  following  table. 


LOCALITY 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Estimated 

population 

Area 

in 

acres 

Number 

of 

houses 
and  other 
premises 
with 
dwelling 
ac’m’dat’n 

No.  of 
Houses 
with 
mains 
supply 
direct 
to 

houses 

No.  of 
Houses 
with 
mains 
supply 
from 
stand 
pipes 

No.  of 
Houses 
without 
mains 
supply 

Burdon 

87 

1286 

24 

Seaton  with 

Slingley 

459 

1392 

128 

167 

— 

— 

Warden  Law 

51 

500 

15 

Castle  Eden 

329 

1542 

138 

132 

— 

6 

Cold  Hesledon 

1067 

1030 

284 

Dalton-le-Dale  . . 

766 

811 

241 

437 

88 

— 

Easington  with 

Thorpe 

11343 

3716 

3047 

3044 

— 

3 

Haswell  . . 

2849 

22 



South  Hetton 

3461 

3766 

1783 

1597 

158 

6 

Hutton  Henry  . . 

591 

166 

20 

Station  Town 

2567 

2016 

657 

730 

70 

3 

Hawthorn 

334 

1414 

138 

136 

— 

2 

Blackliall 

7292 

1978 

Hesledens 

1512 

2654 

480 

2412 

46 

— 

Murton  East 

9947 

1406 

2707 

2148 

557 

2 

Sheraton  with 

Hulam.  . 

153 

2346 

41 

18 

— 

23 

Nesbit 

8 

333 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Shotton  . . 

7093 

2270 

1877 

1866 

11 

— 

Horden 

14912 

2453 

4008 

4002 

— 

^ 1 

Thornley 

4718 

1148 

1281 

1261 

20 

1 

Wingate  . . 

4357 

1222 

2 

1 

Wheatley  Hill  . . 

6371 

4570 

1679 

3482 

14 

^ 1 

Trimdon 

2043 

607 

1 

1 

TOTALS  . . 

82310 

34653 

22504 

21435 

1009 

60 
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The  following  table  shows  the  principal  nuisances  dealt 
with  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1930  : — 


Nature  of  Nuisance 

No. 

of 

Visits 

Notices  Served 

Nuisances 

Abated 

Informal 

Formal 

Foul  Conditions  

1 1 3 

28 

18 

Structural  Defects 

271 

74 

— 

57 

Ashpits  & Privies 

27 

5 

— 

1 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and 
Manure 

09 

12 

10 

VVaterclosets 

89 

28 

5 

15 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

27 

2 

— 

— 

House  Drainage — 
Defective  Traps 

bl 

11 

4 

14 

Other  Faults 

I bo 

39 

9 

44 

Water  Supply  (Defective 
Fittings) 

87 

28 

27 

Animals  improperly  kept 

101 

12 

— 

10 

Smoke  Nuisances 

35 

4 

— 

4 

Other  Nuisances 

187 

lb 

— 

10 

Rat  Infested  Premises 

148 

2 

— 

2 

Dustbins  

245 

58 

9 

b3 

Public  Halls  & Cinemas 

49 

3 

— 

5 

Licensed  Premises 

li) 

— 

— 

— 

Verminous  Premises — 
Council  Houses 

oo 

12 

12 

Private  Houses 

13 

4 

— 

4 

Infectious  Diseases 
Enquiries 

825 

Infectious  Diseases 
Disinfections 

209 

Tents,  Vans  & Sheds 

lb 

— 

1 

1 

2331 

338 

28 

297 
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SniooLS. 

OccaHioiial  i]is])ccti()ii.s  wore  Jiiaclo  during  ilic  yi^ar  in  coiiiu'ctioii 
with  yaiiitary  acconiinodation  and  wasliiiig  facilities.  In  sonic 
eases  there  is  eoiisiderahle  room  for  improvement  botli  in  design 
and  number,  but  there  was  no  question  of  gross  nuisance. 


Smoke  Abatement  and  Colliery  Spotlbanks. 

There  has  lieen  no  material  cliange  in  the  ])ositi()n  as  described 
in  some  detail  in  my  previous  ixqioi'ts  for  the  years  J947  and  1948. 
lA‘riodi(!  visits  in  conqiany  with  the  Area  lns])ector  of  Alkali,  etc. 
Works  of  the  Ministi’V  of  Health  were  continued  to  all  collieries 
dis])osing  of  waste  on  the  surface.  Alternative  arrangements  for 
the  dis])osal  of  colliery  waste  at  Deaf  Hill,  Wingate  and  Thornley 
were  discussed  at  soiiu^  length  with  the  Area  General  Manager 
of  the  National  Coal  Board  and  re])resentatives  of  the  Planning 
Authority.  General  agreement  was  reached  on  the  advantages  of 
lining  in  a close  seri(‘s  of  old  (piari-y  workings  which  would  ]n’ovide 
dis])osal  facilities  foi’  the  collieries  mentioned  for  a number  of 
years  and  obviate  the  lU'cessity  for  new  sui-face  tips.  The  ])ro])osal 
has,  unfortunately,  shown  no  visible  signs  of  coming  to  fruition 
and  one  womhu-s  whetluu'  it  is  not  to  be  just  one  more  ])rogressive 
idea  which  has  beeji  (pii(dlv  filed  away  on  the  grounds  of  current 
economic  inexpedieiicy.  Perha])s  the  real  value  of  our  efforts  lies 
in  the  ])ersistent  agitation  of  ])ublic  o])inion  to  the  level  where  it 
ultimately  refuses  to  acce])t  the  inevitability  of  these  “monuments 
of  industry.”  On  tlu'  other  hand  it  is  hoped  that  the  ackjiowledged 
truth  of  the  adage  that  “constant  drip])ing  wears  a^vay  stone” 
is  not  accepted  too  literally. 


Movable  Dwelltnos. 

No  a])])lications  for  licences  to  site  or  occu])y  caravans,  huts,  etc., 
in  the  district  weix*  received  during  the  year.  The  problem  of 
“Cox’s  Field”  at  the  ejitrance  to  Crimdon  Lido  persists  and  in  the 
absence  of  any  new  legislation  is  likely  to  remain  unsolved.  The 
Council  may  only  consider  the  sanitary  and  allied  arrangements 
provided  and  they  ai’e  generally  satisfactory. 


Verminous  Premises. 

Twenty-ffve  Council  houses  and  three  private  houses  were 
disinfested  of  bed  bugs.  Accounts  were  rendered  in  the  case  of  all 
])rivately  owjied  dwellings  to  cover  the  cost  of  time  and  materials 
used. 

In  98  cases  of  infestation  of  house  property  by  cockroaches 
advice  and  active  assistance  were  given. 


Disinfection  of  Premises. 

825  visits  and  re-visits  were  made  to  houses  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  infectious  disease  and  food  poisoning  enquiries  and  for 
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the  purpose  of  disinfection  in  the  case  of  the  former.  The  following 
table  shows  the  number  of  houses  disinfected  following  infectious 
disease  during  the  year  : — 

91 
41 
9 
2 
IS 
4 
49 
4 
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Seventy-five  ins])cctions  of  licensed  ])remiscs  and  clul)s  were 
made  during  the  year  wlien  attention  was  ])rimarily  directed  to 
tlie  adequacy  and  condition  of  sanitary  accommodation.  Informal 
action  was  successfully  taken  in  five  cases  to  secure  an  improve- 
ment in  the  standard  of  maintenance.  Arrajigements  for  the 
washing  of  glasses  were  carefully  watched  and  it  is  ])leasing  to 
record  not  only  an  im])rovement  in  this  respect  but  a growing 
ap])reciation  in  the  trade  of  the  value  of  sterilisatioji  of  glasses  as 
distinct  from  the  ■))urely  mechanical  action  of  cleansing  them. 
Many  pro})osals  for  the  alteration  and  im])rovement  of  licensed 
])remises  were  submitt(‘d  for  consideration  during  the  year  and 
the  opportunity  was  invariably  taken  in  commenting  on  the  ])lans 
to  stress  the  desirability  of  inclusion  in  all  cases  of  personal 
washing  facilities  not  only  for  the  staff  but  also  for  patrons. 

Sam])ling  of  beer  for  bacteriological  examination  has  never, 
to  my  knowledge,  been  undertaken  in  this  district.  In  ])laces 
where  such  a ])ieasant  duty  has  been  ])crformed  it  is  re])orted 
that  an  unsatisfactory  result  in  respect  of  bitter  beer  is  almost 
unknown.  44ie  ])ossibility  of  antiseptic  ])ro])erties  in  the  “national 
beverage”  is  gratifying  but  will  doubtless  come  as  no  sur])rise  to 
experienced  devotees. 

Cinemas  and  Public  Halls. 

Forty-nine  inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  heating,  lighting, 
ventilation  and  sanitary  accommodation. 

Three  informal  notices  were  served. 

Five  notices,  including  two  outstanding,  were  com])liod  with. 
Rodent  Control. 

The  new  Act  greatly  strciigthcais  the  ])owers  of  county  district 
authorities  and  furnishes  them  with  the  means  of  achieving 
considerable  headway  towards  tlu'  ultimate  goal  of  total  (ixt(‘rm- 
ination  of  rats  and  mice. 


Scarlet  Fever 
Di])htheria  . . 
Meningitis  . . 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Ik)liomyclitis 
Dysentery  . . 
Tuberculosis 
Erysi])clas  . . 


Tota' 


Public  Houses  and  Clubs. 
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Coiijsiderable  rcsoarcli  lias  been  condueted  during  reeent  years 
by  highly  skilled  teams  of  workers  into  the  most  effective  methods 
of  combating  the  rat  menace  and  the  information  so  obtained  has 
lieen  utilised  by  tlie  Ministry  in  guiding  the  activities  of  local 
authorities.  Ajiplied  jirojierly  and  systematically,  the  ultimate 
success  of  such  metliods  can  be  relied  u])on  and  therefore  the 
jilacing,  under  the  new  Act,  of  responsibility  on  district  councils 
for  ensui-ing  that,  as  far  as  ])racticable,  their  areas  are  kept  clear 
of  rats  shoidd  be  regai’ded  as  a challenge  which  may  be*accepted 
confidentlv. 


Section  2 of  the  Act  calls  for  the  submission  of  such  reports 
as  may  be  reipiiri'd  at  the  end  of  each  calendar  year  showing 
(I)  the  jirevaleuce  of  fats  and  mice  in  the  district  and  extent  to 
which  measui'cs  of  control  have  been  carried  out,  (2)  any  special 
circumstances  to  wliich  undue  ])resence  of  rats  may  be  attributed 
and  (2)  tlu'  nature  and  extent  of  co-operative  working  with 
neighbouring  authorities  and  the  County  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee.  A suitable  standard  form  of  re])ort  was  ultimately 
produced  and  has  been  included  for  the  period  covered  by  the 
o])eration  of  the  Act.  ^"ery  im])ortant  Regulations,  made  under 
Section  S,  have  been  introduced  recjuiring  owners  and  others 
concerned  in  threshing  of  ricks  to  take  specified  precautions  to 
ensure  destiaiction  of  rats  harbouring  in  ricks,  whilst  Section  11 
provides  for  half  the  irrecoverable  expenditure  incurred  in 
j)erformance  of  the  local  authorities  duties  under  the  Act  to  be 
recovered  from  the  ^Ministry  thereby  continuing  the  satisfactory 
arrangements  oj)erating  during  recent  years. 


Area  meetings,  held  for  the  purpose  of  considering  various 
aspects  and  a])plications  of  the  work,  were  held  in  March  and 
October  of  the  year  and  both  were  attended  by  members  of  the 
Council  and  the  ap})ropriate  officers.  Circumstances  calling  for 
co-operative  working  with  neighbouring  authorities  did  not 
arise  during  the  year  ; the  need  for  co-operative  working  with 
the  County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  is  more  obvious 
and  some  concern  is  felt  at  the  absence  of  any  working  arrange- 
ment. 

Two  sewer  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the 
tinancial  year  at  six-monthly  intervals  and  a noticeable  feature 
in  the  work  was  the  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of 
manholes  requiring  treatment.  The  practice  was  continued  of 
engaging  two  rodent  labourers  in  a temporary  capacity  to  assist 
in  the  work. 

Complaints  of  infestation  by  rats  or  mice  were  confirmed  in  166 
cases.  Ten  infestations  were  found  to  be  of  a major  character  and 
included  Council  tips  in  three  cases,  business  premises  in  five 
cases  and  private  dwellings  in  the  remaining  two. 
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'J\) wards  tlie  end  of  the  year  a number  of  complaints  were 
received  from  tenants  of  rat  infestations  of  tlie  Councirs  aluminium 
l)Uugalows.  x4  cjuick  survey  carried  out  in  collaboration  with  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  revealed  that  construction  joints  on  the 
frojit  and  back  and  corner  sections  of  the  bungalows  had  not  been 


])ro])erly  sealed  olf  at  the  base  thereby  allowing  rodents  easy 
access  to  the  interior.  The  Surveyor  prom))tly  undertook  to  ensure 
that  all  bungalows  of  this  type  would  be  examined  and  faults  in 
construction  remedied . 


x4ny  estimated  kill  in  deratisation  work  must  vary  between 
wide  limits  and  the  accuracy  of  any  ligures  offered  must  according- 
ly be  treated  with  some  reserve.  It  is  best  to  determine  and  judge 
the  success  of  any  treatment  by  the  subsecpient  freedom  from 
infestation  of  the  premises  coiicerned,  but  for  those  who  like 
figures  the  Ifodent  OffieeT‘’s  estimate'  shows  1,327  rats  and  mice 
destroyed  in  surface  treatments  alone.  The  figure  is  l)ased  oJi  the 
assumption  that  the  kill  will  bo  a])proxiniately  eepiivalent  to 
two-and-a-half  times  the  weight  in  ounces  of  ])oison  bait  taken. 


SEWERS 


IMaiiitoiianco  'J’roa.tiiwnt 
( Year  End iiig  8 1 ,8/51 ) 
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Notes  on  Completion  of  Parts  1 and  2 

Local,  xVuTiiuiiiTY’s  rKOLEjRTiES.  Council  houses  incliulod  uiidor  dwelling 
houses  and  premises  occupied  by  Local  Authority  for  purposes  of  trade 
included  under  Business  Premises. 

Combined  dwelling  and  business  premises  occupied  by  same  person 
included  under  Business  Premises. 

Farms,  smallholdings,  poultry  farms  and  other  premi.ses  devoted  to 
commercial  agricidturo  or  horticulture  included  under  Agricultural 
Projoerty. 

Degree  of  Infestation.  ‘LMajor”  infestations  include  estimated  rat 
population  exceeding  20. 

Treatment  means  a complete  oj)eration  for  the  destruction  of  rats  or  mice  in 
the  property  affected. 

*Includes  properties  infested  with  both  rats  and  mice. 

fExcludos  treatment  included  under  block  treatment. 


Housing. 

A total  of  431  Council  houses  was  ins])ecte(l  during  the  year 
either  on  the  occasion  of  the  houses  becoming  vacant  or  ])rior  to 
exchange.  The  general  condition  of  the  pro])erty  was  invariably 
I’eported  and  both  tlie  Surveyor  and  Accountant  informed  of 
details  of  disrepair.  A valua))le  o])])ortunity  is  given  under  this 
system  of  inspection  prior  to  exchanges  being  confirmed  to 
recommend  refusal  where  a house  is  observed  to  be  wilfully 
neglected. 

Kighty-six  a])])lications  for  Council  houses  were  investigated 
by  the  District  Ins])ectors.  Kepoi'ts  on  the  living  conditions  and 
circumstances  of  tlu^  ap])licants  were  ])re])ared  and  forwarded 
to  local  members  for  their  information  and  consideration. 


iNSPECd'ION.S  AND  XoTrCPkS  UNDER  THE  HOUSING 
Numl)er  of  visits  and  re-visits 
Xumber  of  informal  notices  served  . . 
X"umber  of  statutory  notices  served 
Xumber  of  notices  com])lied  with 


2, Old) 
147 
23 
125 


Factory  Act,  1937. 

During  the  year  212  inspections  of  ])remises  subject  to  the 
])rovisions  of  tlie  above  Act  were  made,  ])rincij)ally  in  connection 
with  sanitary  accommodation,  and,  in  those  factories  where 
mechanical  power  is  Jiot  em])loyed  to  ensure  adequate  lighting, 
ventilation,  heating,  general  cleanliness  and  ])revention  of  over- 
crowding in  workrooms. 


Informal  action  to  remedy  defects  was  taken  on  2 1 occasions 
with  a satisfactory  conclusion  during  the  year  in  17  instances. 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

This  Act  consolidates  the  Shops  Acts  1912-1938.  The  functions 
of  the  District  Council  are  unchanged  and  limited  to  administering 
those  sections  relating  to  provision  and  maintenance  of  sanitary 
conveniences,  ventilation  and  temyierature. 

Regular  ins])ections  of  sho])  ])remises  were  maintained 
throughout  the  year  and  informal  action  in  res])ect  of  minor  faults 
was  successful  in  all  cases. 

Xo  application  was  received  during  the  year  for  certificates  of 
exemption  in  respect  of  the  provision  of  sanitary  conveniences. 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  & 1948 
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Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Meat. 

44ie  government  controlled  abattoir  at  Station  'I'own  continues 
to  serve  the  needs  of  the  80,()d0  ])0])nlation  of  the  nn-al  district. 
Dihiculties  in  slanghtci’ing  ])rocedure  and  proper  storage  of 
cai’cases  and  otfal  at  ])eak  slaughtering  ])eriods  liavc  been  stressed 
fre(juently  in  j)revious  i'e])orts  ajid  I fail  to  see  that  any  useful 
])ur])os('  would  be  sei-vecl  by  fui-thei-  reference  to  them  on  this 
occasion.  It  is  sufficient  to  re|)ort  that  they  still  recur  and  are 
disposed  of  as  satisfactorily  as  long  ex])ericnce  and  willing 
endeavour  can  devise. 


Dui’ing  the  yeai*  l(),dh)  animals  wei'e  slaughtered.  This  figure 
shows  an  overall  incivase  of  1 ,4'h)  when  com])a]’ed  with  the 
])revious  yc'ar  aiul  consists  of  offh  cattle,  d87  sheep,  oh  ])igs  and 
I {)7  calves.  As  may  he  antici])ated  there  is  a corres])onding  increase 
in  the  amount  of  meat  and  edible  otfal  condemned,  an  increase 
which  is  lai’gely  due  to  the  additional  1 14  casualty  animals 
I’cceived.  All  condemned  carcase  meat  and  otfal  was  salvaged  for 
industrial  ])urj)oses  and  existing  arrangements  and  guarantees 
continued  under  the  general  supervisioii  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

'I'ahles  showing  stock  slaughtei’cd  and  the  incidence  of  disease 
togethei-  with  com])arative  figures  of  total  condemnations  during 
past  years  follow  for  convenient  reference. 


Other  PVods. 

No  material  change  has  occurred  in  the  ])osition  as  described 
in  the  re})ort  for  the  year,  1949.  Removal  of  “points”  rationing 
relieved  traders  of  the  necessity  of  securing  confirmation  of  their 
claims  before  replacemejits  of  stock  could  be  authorised,  but  many 
firms  continue  to  ask  for  similar  certificates  as  inde])endent 
su])porting  (evidence  of  their  claims  against  su])pliers.  There  is 
rarely  any  doubt  about  the  unfitness  or  unmarketability  of  the 
foodstuff  in  (piestion,  but  an  apj)reciable  amount  of  time  is 
expended  on  occasions  in  checking  the  condition  of  all  articles 
involved.  Some  evidence  of  this  will  be  gathered  from  a brief 
perusal  of  the  table  showing  the  quantities  of  provisions  and 
miscellaneous  tinned  stuff  condemned  during  the  year.  All 
commodities  which  are  still  rationed  must  be  examined  and 
sup])orted  by  certificate  before  replacement  is  allowed.  Unfit 
quantities  are  returned  by  the  trader  through  established  trade 
channels. 

In  one  instance  only  during  the  year  a quantity  of  dried  fruit 
which  was  reported  to  be  unfit  for  consumption  was  found  on 
examination  to  be  suitable  for  further  ])rocessing  and  large 
enough  to  justify  transport.  It  was  accordingly  notified  to  the 
Ministry. 


Carcases,  Organs  and  Edible  Offal  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  Human  Consumption  during  year  1950. 


Carcase 

s,  etc. 

Lu 

ng  (Sot 

s) 

He£ 

irts 

Kid- 

neys 

Livers 

Heac 

Tong 

s & 
lies 

Sets 

Stomachs 

and 

Intestines 

Fat 

Udd'rs 

Beef 

Veal 

Mutton 

Pork 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Pig 

Ox 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Pig 

Ox 

Ox 

Cow 

Abscesses 

11  sts. 

1 st. 

172 

1 

1 

Actinomycosis 

7 

Aspirations 

2 

Bacilliary  Necrosis 

1 

1 

Bruising  and  Injury 

22  sts. 

Capilliary  Angioma 

5 

Cirrhosis 

576 

Congestion 

5 

4 

Contamination 

20  sts. 

2 sts. 

Cystic  Conditions 

404 

4 

9 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

2 

2 

Decomposition 

3 sts. 

14c 

Ic 

Degeneration 

9 

Distomatosis 

136 

Emaciation  &/or  Oedema 

2c 

3c 

2c 

Immaturity  . . 

2c 

Jaundice 

Ic 

Lipoma 

1 

Mastitis 

25 

Nephritis 

8 

Pericarditis  (Including  Septic  & Traumatic) 

6 

Peritonitis 

7 

Pleurisy 

1 st. 

3 

Pneumonia  (Gangrenous) 

2c 

Pneumonia 

5 

14 

1 

Pyaemia 

Ic 

3o 

Septic  Conditions 

Ic 

2c 

Tuberculosis  . . 

13c  + 3 

Ic 

Ic 

346 

4 

2 

21 

31 

116 

7 

45 

17 

9 

Infected  with  Food  Poisoning  Organisms 
(Salmonella-Newport) 

21  sts. 

*'C^^  indicates  Casualty  Animal. 
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Provisions,  Fish,  etc..  Condemned  as  being  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption  during  year,  1950. 
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Total  weight  of  Meat  and  Edible  Offal 
eoiidemned  . , . . . . . . 4,344  sts.  Of  lbs. 

d'otal  weight  of  Tinned  Foods,  etc., 

condemned  . . . . . . . . IJbG  sts.  10  lbs. 


Total  Weight 


5,310  sts.  lOf  lbs. 


= 33  Tons  3 Cwts.  0 !Sts.  10 J lbs. 

Weight  of  Meat  and 


Year  ending 

Other  Foods  Condemned. 

31st  December 

tons. 

cwts. 

sts. 

lbs. 

1030 

1 

3 

2 

12 

1037 

4 

13 

1 

1 

1038 

•> 

• • • • • • ^ 

1 

0 

3 

1030 

3 

10 

5 

13 

1040 

21 

1 

3 

0 

1041 

17 

12 

5 

’) 

w 

I04l> 

11 

3 

4 

/ 

1043 

18 

12 

4 

Of 

1044 

21 

4 

4 

•1 

1045 

25 

11 

1 

loi 

1040 

23 

1 

0 

^f 

1047 

20 

13 

0 

1048 

30 

3 

7 

1040 

24 

18 

3 

lof 

1050 

33 

3 

0 

loj 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Peculations,  1033. 

The  two  vehicles 

used  for  the  trans])ort 

of  meat  from 

the 

abattoir  were  frequently  examined  by  tlie  meat  inspector  both 
])i-ior  to  and  during  loading  and  ai’c  re])orted  to  have  been 
generally  well  maintained.  One  v(4iicle  which  was  fitted  with,  a 
wooden  body  was  re-httcd  with  a veiitilated  metal  meat  container 
incor})orating  im])roved  hanging  accommodation. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  1804-1000. 

No  case  of  notifiable  disease,  swine  fever,  anthrax,  etc.,  was 
confirmed  during  the  year. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1033. 

All  animals  at  the  abattoir  are  stunned  and  slaughtered  by  com- 
])etent  licensed  slaughtermen  and  so  far  as  the  somewhat  limited 
facilities  at  the  abattoir  allow  all  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent 
any  unnecessary  suffering  by  the  animals,  all  of  which  are  mech- 
anically stunned  prior  to  slaughter. 
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The  Act  is  admittedly  intended  tn  ])revent  unnecessary  suffering 
to  animals,  and  yc't  little  guidajice  is  available  to  local  authorities 
who  ar(‘  obliged  to  consider  a))])lieations  foi'  lieences.  The  a])])lioant 
must  be  not  less  than  IS  years  of  age  and  be  a “tit  and  j)ro])er'’ 
])erson — women  are  not  speoitically  excluded.  Fi'ecjuently  the 
a])])licant  is  an  (‘iithusiastic  bacon  curei’  who  ])r{‘fers  to  start  with 
the  live  animal.  Outside  the  slaughter  house  he  does  not  require  a 
licence  but  if  be  wishes  to  indulge  his  hobby  ijiside — and  ultimately 
he  must — he  needs  one.  He  is  hivariably  (juite  ca])abl(‘  of  killing 
and  dressing  a ])ig  carcase  and  therefore  may  be  regarded  as  being 
a “fit  and  ])ro])er”  ])erson  to  hold  a licence.  With  it  he  is  entitled 
to  enter  any  abattoir  in  the  comitry  for  the  ])ur])Ose  of  stunning 
and  slaughtering  sheep  and  cattle — o])ei’ations  for  which  he  is 
totally  unqualified  either  by  training  or  ex])erience.  That  he  is 
not  likely  to  do  such  a thijig  a])])ears  to  me  to  be  an  evasion — 
the  fact  remains  that  his  licence  ])ermits  him  to  do  it.  1 should 
])refer  the  grant  of  such  licences  to  be  subject  to  greater  evidence 
of  ability  and  the  issue  of  them  consequently  restricted  in  some 
measure. 


The  nnml)er  of  licences  issued  during  the  year  to  persons 
authorising  them  to  slaughter  animals  in  a slaughter  house  or 
knackers  yard  was  1 1 including  5 renewals.  This  brings  the  total 
number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  district  to  61. 


Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

Two  coAvs  were  taken  to  the  abattoir  during  the  year  directly 
as  a result  of  ])ositive  milk  sam])les  taken  by  the  district  sanitary 
ins])ectors.  ■ Both  were  found,  on  ])ost- mortem  examination,  to  be 
affected  and  lesions  observed  in  both  udders.  Tn  neither  instance 
was  the  disease  generalised  and  the  carcases  were  therefore  passed 
for  human  consumption  after  condemnation  of  the  affected  })arts 
and  organs. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  im])ortance  with  which  legislation  governing  the  storage, 
processing  and  distribution  of  food  is  regarded  has  been  emphasised 
in  re])orts  covering  the  work  of  both  1948  and  1949.  Similarly  both 
the  immediate  objects  of  the  District  rns])eetors’  visits  and  their 
long  term  aims  have  been  ex])lained.  Certain  ideas  were  included 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  observe  that  one  of  them,  which  was  calcul- 
ated to  secure  uniform  im])rovement,  i.e.  registration  of  all  premises 
engaged  in  the  pre])aration  and  manipulation  of  food,  is  gaining  a 
growing  measure  of  su])port. 

In  the  rural  district  regular  inspections  continue  to  be  made  of  all 
premises  where  food  is  ])re])ared  or  stored  for  purposes  of  sale  and 
it  is  es])ecially  ])leasing  to  re])ort  a growing  awareness  not  only  of 
the  value  of  a “constant”  su])ply  of  hot  water  for  all  washing 
j)iir])os(^s  as  distinct  from  a “sufficient”  su])ply,  bnt  also  of 
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refrigeration  eqiiipiiieiit.  It  is  ironical  to  learn  that,  as  a result  of 
one’s  advice,  a slio])keej)er  orders  such  e(j[uij)nicnt  only  to  be 
])revented  from  installing  it  because  the  local  electricity  network 
is  alreadv  overloaded. 


Idle  numbers  of  food  premises  registered,  visited  and  subject  to 
informal  action  during  the  year  are  detailed  in  the  following 
table  : — 


I’ remises 

Number 

Jtogistered 

Numl)er  of 
Inspections 

Notices 

Served 

Notices 

Complied  With 

Fried  Fish  81io])s 

54 

147 

24 

20 

Hutehors’  Shops 

o8 

1 10 

4 

4 

lee  Ci'cain  Sliops 

S!) 

107 

2 

2 

Restciuraiits,  etc. 

Nil 

125 

15 

0 

Other  Food  Prern. 

Nil. 

.420 

22 

17 

Totals 

20 1 

005 

07 
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d’wenty-eight  ap])lications  for  registration  of  ])remises  for 
‘the  sale  of  ice-cream’  under  Section  14  of  the  Act  were  received 
during  the  year  and  27  wei'e  a])proved.  One  was  i-ejected  on  the 
grounds  that  ‘a  sufficient  supply  of  clean  water  both  hot  and  cold’ 
in  accordance  with  the  j)rovisioJis  of  Section  Id  was  not  available. 
It  should  be  noted  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  applications, 
by  mutual  consent,  were  not  submitted  for  consideration  until  the 
shopkeeper  had  discussed  his  ])roj>osal  with  the  lns])ector  for  the 
])articular  district  and  the  Inspector  was  finally  satisfied  with  the 
arrangements  ])rovided. 


A total  of  lod  sam])les  of  ice  cream  was  takeji  during  the  year 
for  bacteriological  examinati(jn  at  the  Public  Health  J^iaboratory, 
Newcastle  u])on  Tyne.  T’he  villages  at  which  the  sa]n])les  were 
collected  and  their  grading  are  shown  in  table  form.  All  samples 
attaining  grades  1 and  2 are  regarded  as  satisfactory.  The  steady 
im])rovement  in  the  bacterial  ]}urity  of  this  confection  is  shown 
clearly  by  the  following  com])arison  : — 


Year 

No.  of  samples 

No. 

Percentage 

taken 

satisfactory 

satisfactory 

1948 

99 

45 

0.5% 

1949 

194 

142 

T.i% 

1959 

1 55 

127 

82% 

(All  sani])les  submitted  to  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test) 
The  c(dlection  of  sam])les  for  fat  analysis  instituted  in  1949  at 
the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Pood  was  continued  throughout 
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the  year  and  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  during  the  whole  of 
this  time  the  minimum  requisite  fat  standard  remained  at  2-/)^/,. 
An  additional  S2  samples  of  ice  cream  manufactured  within  tlu* 
rural  district  were  collected  for  this  ])ur])ose  and  examined  by 
Mr.  W.  (lordon  Carey,  Ihiblic  Analyst,  Newcastle  u])on  'I\yne. 
Results,  which  were  forwarded  at  monthly  intervals  to  the 
Ministry,  showed  73  sam})les  (89%)  to  be  above  the  minimum 
ligure  and  nine  below. 


Near  the  end  of  the  year  concern  was  ex])rcssed  by  some 
meml)ers  of  the  Council  following  the  ra])id  growth  in  sal(\s  of 
iced-lollies  and  it  was  therefore  arranged  that  occasional  cheek 
sain])ling  of  this  cojifection  be  undertaken  for  bactei'iologieal 
])ur])oses.  Results  obtained  up  to  the  end  of  the  yc'ai'  w(u-(‘ 
satisfactory  in  all  cases. 


ICE  CREAM  SAMPLING— YEAR  1950. 
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]\1 1 L K Sit pfly — 8 [tpehvts  1 ( )N . 

SupcM’vision  of  the  j)r()cluctioii  aiicl  (listi’ibutioii  of  milk  is  now 
kirgoly  encompassed  by  regulatiojis  made  under  the  following 
Acts  : — 

(1)  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944,  which  came 
into  o])eration  on  the  1st  October,  1949,  and 

(2)  Milk  (S])ecial  D(*sigjiation)  Act,  1949. 

The  regulations  rcderi’ed  to  above  ar*o  : — 

(1)  Milk  and  Dairies  Kegnlations,  1949. 

(2)  Milk  (S])ecial  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  itegnlatiojis,  1949. 
(9)  Milk  (S})ecial  Designation)  ( Pasteurised  ami  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations,  1949. 


Under  these  regulations  control  of  ])roduction  has  ])assed  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agi’iculture,  whilst  distribution  remains  the  concern 
of  the  local  authority.  In  my  introductory  letter  1 ex])ressed  the 
opinion  that  the  degree  of  supervision  j)reviously  exercised  in  the 
district  over  the  production  of  milk  is  not  being  maintained. 
Some  evidence  in  su])j)OT‘t  of  that  contejition  may  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  tabulated  sam})ling  results,  ddiirty  ])er  cent.  (30%) 
of  all  raw'  milk  sam])les  failed  to  attain  satisfactory  coliform  results. 
From  a considerably  greater  number  of  samples  taken  during  the 
previous  year  the  com])arable  ])ercentage  figure  was  17*11. 

A total  of  352  milk  sam])les  was  submitted  for  examination 
during  the  year  consisting  of  1 10  sam])les  of  i-aw  milk,  which 
w'cre  tested  for  kee])ing  (piality  and  cleanliness,  107  samples  of 
])asteurised  and  sterilised  which  were  subjected  to  additional 
tests  designed  to  esta))lish  the  efficiency  of  heat  treatment  and 
130  samples  taken  for  detection  of  tubercle  bacilli.  Arising  from  the 
latter  examination  six  ])ositive  results  were  received.  The 
Divisional  lns])ectoi'  (Animal  Health  Division)  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  wars  immediately  informed  in  each  case.  In  three 
instances  action  was  taken  to  restrain  the  sale  of  the  infected 
milk  su])})ly  and  re-direct  it  for  heat  treatment  ])ending  identific- 
ation and  removal  for  slaughter  of  the  animals  responsible. 
Unfortunately,  in  the  remaining  cases,  such  action  could  not 
legally  be  taken  since  the  composition  of  the  herd  w^as  found  to  have 
altered  following  the  original  sampling. 


On  those  occasions  wheji  raw  milk  samples  failed  to  satisfy  the 
prescribed  tests  and  the  District  Inspectors  reported  favourably 
on  the  distributors  premises  and  methods  copies  of  the  bac- 
teriologist’s reports  were  forwarded  for  information  to  the 
County  Milk  Production  Officer  with  whom  full  and  friendly 
co-operation  is  maintained.  All  sampling  work  is  shown  in  the 
table  overleaf. 


Forty-two  milk  distributors  (other  than  dairy  farmers)  are  at 
present  registered  with  the  Council  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations  1949  and  11  premises  (other  than  dairy  farms). 
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Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  ()“>  ])rinci])al 
and  2 supplementary  licences  have  been  granted  authorising  the 
use  of  the  appropriate  designations  in  connection  with  the  sale 
of  milk  inside  the  boundaries  of  the  rural  district. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  254  inspections  of  distributors 
premises  were  made  and  12  informal  notices  served  in  respect  of 
infringements  of  the  provisions  of  the  regulations.  In  10  cases 
ready  compliance  with  the  ter7ns  of  the  notices  was  obtained. 


MILK  SAMPLING. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  WATER  SUPPLY 

(Contributed  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor). 


Sewerage. 

Llie  usual  inaintenance  of  all  District  Sewers  was  carried  out 
during^  the  year.  Extensions  to  Sewerage  Systems  were  carried 
out  due  to  Housing  Develo])ment  and  the  following  additional 
works  were  carried  out  : — 


(1)  Hlackhall.  o()%  of  the  ))ro])osed  extension  to  the 
existing  culvcid  running  under  the  road  at  Blue  House  Gill 
was  made,  to  provide  a Refuse  Disposal  Lij).  'Idle  remainder 
of  the  sclumu'-  was  started  this  year  and  is  now  com])lete. 
A new  Sewage  Dis])osal  Works  was  constructed  for  tlie 
Blackhall  Scpiatters’  Cam]). 

(2)  Horoex.  Bart  of  the  sewer  I'unning  along  tlie  Coast  Road 
was  ]‘e-eonsti‘ucted  in  glazed  (‘ai-thenwarc^  pipes  after  the 
existing  concrete  ])i])es  liad  failed. 


(d)  Station  'Pown.  An  investigation  of  Street  Flooding  in 
Rvodridg(‘  Street  was  mad(^  and  a scheme  ])rej)ared  for  the 
construction  of  an  IS  in.  diametcu-  stiver  to  replace  the 
(‘xistiim  \'2  in.  dianu'tc'r  sewcu*. 


(4)  DAi/roN-LE- Dale.  Flooding  oceuriTal  in  this  arc^a  and  a 
sclu'ine  was  piH'pai’cd  for  the*  construction  of  a 12  in. 
diameter  itdief  sinvi'r. 


Castle  Eden.  A scheme  was  ])repared  and  a])proved  in 
])i-in(;i])l(*  for  tin*  (;onstruction  of  a small  l^uni])ing  Station. 


Water  Sin’ rial 

Afaintenance  of  smwice  i-escj'voii’s  and  distribution  mains  in  the 
CounciFs  water  su])])ly  recc'ived  regular  attention  during  the  year. 
Routine  ins])ection  foi-  wasti'  was  made  in  all  areas,  in  the  course 
of  which  taps  and  ball-ta])S  were  rewashei'cd  as  it  was  found  to  be 
necessaiy. 

Alain  meters,  of  which  there  are  IS,  were  read  weekly  and  meters 
on  ])j-ivate  su])])lies  numliering  152  were  read  quarterly.  Of  the 
152  metc’rs  on  [irivate  siqiplies,  154  are  the  pioperty  of  the  Council, 
the  I’eniainder  being  the  ])ro])erty  of  the  consumer. 


For  meters  owned  by  the  Council  a quarterly  rental  is  charged 
according  to  the  size  of  the  meter. 

Extensions  were  made  to  the  water  mains  to  jirovide  for  housing 
develo])ment  at  Wheatley  Hill,  Hutton  Henry,  Horden  (2  sites), 
and  South  Hetton. 
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A defective  2 in.  main  sn])plying  Heath  View,  Station  Town  was 
replaced  by  a new  2 in.  main,  and  alterations  were  made  to  mains 
at  Fleming  Field  as  a resnlt  of  which  the  mains  no  longer  necessary 
at  Haswell  Mooi’  are  now  completely  ent  off. 

Details  of  mains  laid  and  liydrants  provided  in  connection  with 
the  above  : — 


Wheatley  Hill 
Hutton  Henry 
Hutton  Henry 
Horden 
Horden 
South  Hettoii 
Heath  Viev' 
Fleming  Field 


10  houses. 
8 liouses. 
8 liouses. 
22  houses. 
8 houses. 
8 liouses. 


07  yds.  8 in.  mains. 

100  yds.  8 in.  mains,  i hydrant. 
()0  yds.  4 in.  mains. 

180  yds.  8 in.  mains.  1 hydrant. 
110  yds.  8 in.  mains. 

72  yds.  8 in.  mains. 

210  yds.  8 in.  mains.  1 hydrant. 
24  3als.  8 in.  mains. 


Idiree  more  farms  in  the  Sheraton  area  have  had  a ])i])ed  sup])ly 
laid  on  to  the  ])remises,  these  being  Sheraton  High  Buildings, 
Sheraton  Grange  and  Shei'aton  Wh^st  (frange. 


Wdth  regard  to  the  sipiply  of  soft  watei'  from  Burnhope 
Heservoii-,  I understand  that  owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  and  the  diflieulty  of  obtaining  suitable  labour,  work  on 
the  liltering  plant  has  been  considerably  retarded  and  as  a result 
of  this  it  is  unlikely  that  the  sujiply  will  be  available  for  some 
considerable  time,  probably  late  in  the  coming  year. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(Contri])iited  by  the  Cleansing  Sn])erinten(lent). 

Stones  in  Streets. 

This  term,  readily  recognised  in  colliery  districts,  created  many 
discTissions  during  the  year  and  was  the  subject  of  niimerons 
re])orts  and  interviews  with  National  Coal  Board  officials.  The 
workmen,  through  their  Ibiion,  requested  action  and  the  C^onncil 
fully  realising  the  ])erman(mt  nuisance  caused  by  tlie  sortijig  of 
stones  from  coal  dcdivered  and  dum])ed  in  the  streets  attem])ted  to 
rectify  the  position. 

Ex])erimental  ])eriods  of  collections  were  arranged  and  from 
data  obtained  it  was  a])parent  that  : — 

(1)  Normal  collections  of  household  refuse  were  being  delayed. 

(2)  Maintenance  costs  on  vehicles  were  higher  due  to  the  extra 
weight  carried  in  order  to  maintain  a satisfactory  cleansing 
service. 

(8)  Street  gullies  and  sinks  Jieeded  more  frequent  attention. 

(4)  Streets  were  never  clear  of  stone  or  small  coal  accumul- 
ations. 

(5)  During  the  winter  months  risk  of  injury  was  always  a 
])ossibility  in  ])oorly  lighted  back  streets. 

(b)  Throughout  the  district  the  quantity  of  stones  varied  from 
1 to  2 cwts.  for  every  15  cwts.  of  coal  led. 

(7)  The  quantity  of  ash  de])Osited  in  the  dust  bin  increased  in 
various  areas  by  virtue  of  the  dirty  coal  delivered. 

Slight  improvement  was  seen  in  some  ai-eas  but  througlK)ut  tlu' 
year  the  ])osition  deteriorated  and  it  now  remains  acute. 


Sickness. 

An  increase  in  sickness  payments  resulted  in  ijiterviews  with 
certain  workmen  by  the  Cleansing  Chairman  and  Local  Members. 
The  Council  was  greatly  concerned  and  althougli  im])rovement  was 
registered  in  some  cases  dismissal  was  necessary  in  others. 

Disposal  Areas. 

A complete  survey  of  available  disj)osal  areas  was  carried  out 
during  the  year  and  although  the  position  generally  is  satisfactory 
for  the  next  ten  years,  greater  travel  in  some  areas  will  be  experi- 
enced in  the  next  2 or  8 years.  For  the  pur])ose  of  assisting 
controlled  ti])ping  in  large  areas  the  Council  ])urchased  a Muledozer 
and  many  jobs  of  levelling,  consolidating,  roadmaking  and 
spreading  have  been  successfully  tackled.  During  the  month  of 
May  Members  of  the  Council  carried  out  an  ins])ection  of  disposal 
areas  and  de})ots. 
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Waste  I\'\peh  I^ecoveky. 

Towards  the  end  of  tlie  year  tlie  Council  ent(‘red  into  a five 
year  contract  witli  the  Tliaines  ftoai-d  Mills  and  arrangements 
were  made  to  commence  collecting  eaily  in  1951. 

A target  of  25  tons  ])er  nioidh  was  set  and  payment  of  a 
(juartei'ly  incentive'  bonus  to  all  ch'ansing  woi'kmen  was  .‘igi'eed. 

Handbills  were  distributed  to  householders  dravung  their 
atteiition  to  the  scheme  to  be  o])erated  by  the  Council  and  sti'cssing 
the  necessity  for  saving  waste  ])aper  and  cardboai'd. 

In  the  National  interest  the  public  are  m-ged  to  su])])ort  tlu' 
Council’s  effort  in  the  recovery  of  this  vital  waste  material. 


CORTTNO. 

With  the  assistance  of  your  Accountant  and  Chief  Hating 
Officer  a costing  system  was  commenced  in  the  de])artment  and 
half  yearly  statements  ])re])ared.  Hach  vehicle  in  sei'vice  is  costed 
separately  and  allows  for  easy  itemising  of  cost  against  any  ])lace 
in  the  district. 


Com])arison  of  costs  has,  in  some  cases,  revealed  interesting 
variations  in  running  vehicles.  Hx[)erience  has  also  been  gained, 
since  this  method  of  costing  was  introduced,  of  the  contrasts  in 
working  costs  as  ap])lied  to  the  ])arishes  of  this  large  rural  area. 


Genekal. 

Changes  in  Public  Cleansing  throughout  this  district  may  be 
visualised  in  the  near  future  with  the  advent  of  modern,  large 
t3"pe  vehicles  with  gi-eatei-  carrving  capacity.  The  older  workmen 
themselves  can  a])])reciate  the  inijiroved  methods  that  are  now  in 
o])eration  and  younger  workmen  need  not  feel  that  the  work  of  a 
dustman  is  unim])ortant  but  is  an  essential  service  in  the  interests 
of  public  health. 

Tn  conclusion,  I wish  to  ex])ress  thanks  to  1113"  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Cleansing  Committee  for  the  interest  and  initiative 
shown  on  the  numerous  ])roblems  confronting  a department  of 
this  kind,  and  to  both  inside  and  outside  staff  who  have  loyalW 
assisted  me  in  the  many  matters  of  reorganisation  now  operating 
successfully. 


A 

i 

'V 

%.■ 


< 


,•  ; 


t , 

I 


William  Barlow  & Son,  Ltd. 
West  Hartlepool. 


